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The Policy Research in Missouri 
Education (PRiME) Center at Saint 
Louis University has announced 
that East Elementary and Freedom 
Elementary have been recognized for 
achieving a Top 10 PRiME Growth 
Score in the Ozarks Region.  

East scored 2nd in the region for 
student growth in mathematics and 
3rd for English Language Arts and 
Freedom scored 10th for growth in 
mathematics.  

“I am so proud of the growth 
of our students,” said Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent. “Many Top 
10 rankings include a subjective 
component; however, this report 
solely relies on student performance 
data, which makes this even more 
impressive. I want to thank our 
teachers and staff members who work 
countless hours to help our students.” 

Both East and Freedom 
Elementary are featured in 
the PRiME Center’s recent 
publication, the Missouri 
Regional Student Growth 
Report, for outstanding student 
growth in math. This report is 
PRiME’s second publication 
on student growth in Missouri 
and highlights the top schools 
in each of the nine Missouri 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education (DESE) 
supervisory regions that are moving 
student learning forward the fastest, 
according to the PRiME Center.

The report indicates the 2019 
PRiME Growth Scores for schools 

East and Freedom named Top 10 in 
Regional PRiME Growth Scores

across the state. The 
PRiME Growth Score is a 
translation of DESE’s 2019 Missouri 
Growth Model score, which reflects 
average annual student growth 
between the 2015-16 school year and 

the 2016-17 school year, the 2016-17 
school year and the 2017-18 school 
year, and the 2017-18 school year and 
the 2018-19 school year.  



The Waynesville R-VI School 
District received a perfect score from 
the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education in all areas 
of special education and exceeded 
the state average for students with 
individual education plans (IEPs) in 
14 out of 15 areas for state testing. The 
announcement was made during the 
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education 
meeting on Nov. 15, 2021. This is the 
third consecutive year for a perfect 
score.

 “Our special education staff works 
tirelessly to make sure our 1,103 
students are making progress on their 
IEP goals and we are meeting all of 
the timelines,” said Dr. Elizabeth 
Washington, director of special 
services. “Our general education staff 

Special education programs receive perfect score
works diligently 
with our special 
education staff to 
create an inclusive 
environment.”

 In addition, 
the Tiger Joe 
coffee shop at 
Waynesville 
High School, 
which features 
commercial grade 
equipment, has 
been recognized 
by DESE as one of 
the top transition 
programs.  As 
part of their real-world experiences, 
students take orders, charge debit 
credits, track inventory and make 

coffee as well as deliver it to staff and 
students.

Freedom Elementary 
received a new 
vending machine; 
however, this is no 
ordinary vending 
machine. This 
vending machine 
is full of books and 
students can earn a 
certificate from the 
teacher for going 
“Above and 
Beyond” 
in the 
classroom. 
Students 
who earn a 
certificate 
get to come 
to the library 
to exchange 
their 
certificate 
for a gold 
coin to 
purchase a 
book out of 
the vending 
machine. 
Pictured at 
right are 
the first 
students to 
receive their 
gold coins 
for going 
“Above and 
Beyond!”



The Waynesville High School Drama Club will be 
presenting a collection of student-directed, one-act plays on 
Dec. 3 and 4 at the WHS Theatre.

The plays begin at 6 p.m. and the cost is $5 per person. 
Tickets can be purchased in advance at https://our.show/WHS/
oneacts or at the door.

Masks are required for entrance.

Waynesville R-VI students will be participating in the 
following performances in the Waynesville High School 
Auditorium:

Dec. 7 Waynesville High School Choir Concert will begin 
   at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 8 - Waynesville Middle School Choir Concert will 
   begin at 6 p.m.
Dec. 9 - Waynesville High School Band & Jazz Band 
   Holiday Concert will begin at 6 p.m.
Dec. 13 - Waynesville Middle School Beginning Band and 
   combined Intermediate and Advanced Bands will perform, 
   beginning at 6 p.m.
These events are free and open to the public. Masks are 

required.

Below is a list of items currently needed for the Snack 
in a Pack program to send home with students for the 
holidays:

• Peanut butter (no glass jars)
• Jelly (no glass jars)
• Canned vegetables
• Canned fruit
• Tuna (canned or pouches)
• Individual snack items  (pudding cups, fruit 

snacks, crackers, etc...)
Items can be labeled ‘Snack in a Pack’ and be 

dropped off at any school in the Waynesville R-VI 
School District or at the Community Resource Office. 
Monetary donations are also accepted and appreciated. 
Please make checks out to Waynesville R-VI School 
District, and write Snack in a Pack in the memo line, 
or you can donate online through My School Bucks at 
https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/Page/6827.

Checks may be mailed to:
Snack in a Pack
Community Resource Office
12225 Pulaski Ave, Bldg. 8041
Fort Leonard Wood, MO 65473

Please call (573) 842-2250 if you have any questions.

WHS to present one-
act plays Dec. 3 & 4

Holiday concerts and 
performances

Snack in a Pack food 
items needed

Therapy dogs 
Chatson and 
McKinley 
Mitchell enjoy 
working at 
Williams Early 
Childhood 
Center where 
they greet 
students nearly 
every morning. 
As regulars at 
the school, they 
each have their 
own ID cards. 

When 
asked 
what they 
were 
thankful 
for, 
several 
students 
said that 
they were 
thankful 
for 
Chatson 
and 
McKinley, 
who make 
coming 
to school 
even more 
fun. 

https://our.show/WHS/oneacts
https://our.show/WHS/oneacts


Dorsey Newcomb, 
executive director of 
the Sustainable Ozarks 
Partnership (SOP), 
presented a plaque to 
the Waynesville R-VI 
School District for 
being a Tier 2 Member 
of SOP.  SOP advocates 
for the long-term 
sustainability and 
growth of Fort Leonard 
Wood and surrounding 
communities.

Manna Church received the Community Recognition Plaque for November 2021 during the Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education meeting on Nov. 15. Manna Church generously donated free meals to every teacher and staff member at the 
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center and Waynesville Middle School during their teacher-in service day on Friday, Nov. 12. The 
church’s goal was to show love and appreciation for teachers and staff for their hard work with no strings attached. In 
addition, the church also stocked the staff refrigerator at Freedom Elementary with soft drinks, flavored waters, snacks, 
etc. Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel services, and Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, presented the 
Community Recognition Award to Learon and Staci Tomlinson, representatives of Manna Church. Any local organizations 
or churches who are interested in showing support for a school’s staff members should call the Communications and 
Marketing Office at 573-842-2040 or email PR@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

Karl Wilking, 
director of 
transportation 
recognized 
Shawn 
Loveless for 
November’s 
Transportation 
Employee of 
the Month 
during the 
Nov. 15 Board 
of Education 
meeting. 

On Nov. 30, several 
Waynesville 
R-VI schools will 
participate in #Giving 
TuesdayMilitary by 
spreading messages 
of kindness 
throughout their own 
buildings.  



Due to the overwhelming 
response, an afternoon 
Daddy Daughter Dance has 
been added. The evening 
session has reached capacity 
and SkillsUSA and the 
Waynesville Career Center 
will now offer a dance from 
2:30-4:30 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 4, in the Waynesville High 
School Gymnasium, in addition to the one being offered in the 
evening. 

Tickets are available on MySchool Bucks. Tickets are $15 
per person. All attendees both adults and students must have 
a purchased ticket in advance. Masks will be required. For 
more information see the flyer on Facebook or email mclutts@
waynesville.k12.mo.us or call 573-842-2521 or email 
twallace@waynesville.k12.mo.us or call 573-842-2500 ext. 
3930. 

Tickets to sporting events must be purchased online in 
advance. One link -- https://www.msbtickets.com/Athletics/
schoolevents -- now exists where all Waynesville High School 
and Middle School athletic event tickets may be purchased. 
This is for all athletics events on Nov. 30, 2021, and after.   

The updated, corrected K8 Discount Cards have arrived!  
You may now exchange your current K8 Discount Cards for 
an updated one at any of our pre-k and elementary schools 
now through Dec. 10, 2021, during regular school hours. From 
Dec. 11, 2021, through Jan. 31, 2022, you may exchange the 
cards at the Administration Building.

We apologize for the inconvenience, thank you for your card 
purchase and patience, and appreciate our local restaurants for 
their support. 

Details: 
You may make the exchange by turning in your old card for 

a new one from now through Dec. 10 at
• East Elementary in Waynesville 
• Freedom Elementary in St. Robert
• Partridge Elementary on Fort Leonard Wood
• Thayer Elementary on Fort Leonard Wood
• Williams Early Childhood Center on Fort Leonard 

Wood
• Wood Elementary on Fort Leonard Wood
You may make the exchange by bringing in and turning 

in your old card for a new one from Dec. 11, 2021 – Jan. 31, 
2022, at the Administration Building from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
during regular business days. In addition, on Wednesday, Jan. 
12, 2022, the Administration Building will be exchanging 
the cards from 4 to 6:30 p.m. at 200 Fleetwood Drive in 
Waynesville.   

If you’re not sure if you have exchanged your card or not, 
look on the back. If number 5 and number 12, both have a 
discount for “Culvers,” then you have the updated version of 
the card.   

If these schedules and locations do not work for you, please 
email PR@waynesville.k12.mo.us and let us know how we 
can help you exchange the cards. 

Afternoon 
session 
added

One-stop 
shopping 
for tickets 
to sporting 
events

Information on how to 
exchange K8 cards

At Partridge 
Elementary, 
students 
and teachers 
created a 
“thankful” 
turkey by 
writing about 
what they were 
thankful for on 
turkey feathers 
and then 
combining them 
together. 

https://www.msbtickets.com/Athletics/schoolevents
https://www.msbtickets.com/Athletics/schoolevents


More than 2,000 canned 
goods and boxed food 
items were collected during 
the East Elementary food 
drive. The drive was led 
by third graders at East 
with all grades and staff 
participating. On Monday, 
the Good Samaritan of the 
Ozarks at Waynesville picked 
up the items. 

Helping others

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praised Williams Early 
Childhood staff members during their Super Session on Nov. 15, 
for the following:

• for being above 85% proficient/advanced for their four-year-
   old students going into kindergarten
• their three-year-old students making tremendous progress and 
   developing a firm foundation for future learning so that they
   are successful as four-year-old students
• having a positive building climate 

Williams Early Childhood staff members receive praise 


